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Preface
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Notes for the reader

A good number of the translations included here have been made by the ed-
itors specially for this volume, either individually or in some combination
with various scholars. Other translations have been specifically commis-
sioned, whilst some have been drawn from published works. We would
like to note that all the pieces have, to some extent, been adapted to con-
form to a basically uniform style throughout. In particular, technical terms,
such as the names of Manichaean divinities, have mostly been given the
same form throughout (there are some exceptions, such as the retention of
the term Syzygos in the Cologne Mani-Codex). Where improved readings
have been suggested (for instance to the Manichaean Psalm-Book text edited
by Allberry in the 1930s), the translation will reflect those according to the
judgement of the editors. These adaptations, which range from minor mat-
ters of house style to major improvements to the textual sense, have not
been individually noted; though the occasions where radical revisions to
the editio princeps have been possible are generally explained or referenced
in the introductions to those pieces.

While the selection of texts is intended to be as representative as possible,
and includes well-known pieces as well as some previously unavailable,
some allowance has been made for the question of whether texts are easily
accessible in a modern English translation. Thus, at the beginning, it was
intended to provide especially substantial portions of The Kephalaia of the
Teacher, since this only then existed in a German translation that was not
always easy to obtain. However, now that that work has been published
by Gardner as a separate volume, the selections of that text have been
substantially reduced, and are slanted towards parts of the codex edited
after Gardner’s English translation of the rest appeared.

Sources that appear here have been restricted to only a few pages per
piece. This means that some especially long texts (such as the Cologne
Mani-Codex) have been artificially broken up according to subject matter.
These sections accord only to the purposes of this book, and do not reflect

XV
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xvi Notes for the reader

the intentions of the ancient authors. Equally, punctuation, paragraphs and
such like have been imposed upon texts with the intention to make them
more accessible to the modern reader. The following editorial signs are also
used: round brackets () indicate explanatory material added by the editors;
square brackets [ ] indicate lacunae in the text; angular brackets < > denote
words or phrases added to the text.

Linguistic notes and terms in the ancient languages have been kept to
the absolute minimum. Often, where the editors are aware that divergent
interpretations are possible, these are not recorded; but a choice has been
made according to our judgement. The overall purpose is to fulfil a felt
need for an easily accessible selection of Manichaean texts from the Roman
Empire; accurate to the best standards of contemporary scholarship, but in
English and uncluttered with technical detail.
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Gr. Greek
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